PREFACE
Two things will be noted in this book which contrast with
the methods and arrangements of most books on English
political history: first, the proportions of space given to various
epochs of time are very different; second, the two centuries
'following upon the establishment of aristocratic England—that
is, the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries—are treated in a
different fashion from the preceding centuries,
I owe it to those who may do me the honour of reading this
book to explain why I have taken a new departure in each case.
My reason for doing so is the belief that history, especially
elementary history, to be read at that time :of life when we
receive our strongest and most lasting impressions, should above
all explain: it should give 'the how and the why/ It is the
business of history to make people understand how they came
to be; what was the origin and progress of the state of which
they form a part; what were the causes which influenced each
phase of change from the beginning almost to our own time.
Therefore we should not 'telescope* history. We should not
give to the earlier part of the narrative less space than to the
later part merely because the earlier was more remote.
Thus, the prime essential to be grasped in the story of
England is the Roman foundation of our society. Britain is a
Roman province. Our institutions, our laws, the instruments
of our handicraft, our whole method of thought, our religion,
our architecture, our alphabet, our political institutions, derive
uninterruptedly from the day when the chaotic society of a
half-barbaric island entered the fullness of Roman civilization-
All has developed from that. Therefore full space must be
allotted at the outset to the long four centuries during which
our civilisation was created and to the influences which pro-
duced it. To give to so vast a thing a few pages only, to suggest
that the Rorrian armies alone affected this island and suddenly
abandoned it, leaving no imprint of the great Roman scheme of
civilization upon the soil and race, is to falsify history altogether.
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